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This 1985 edition of Black Is... continues the 
tradition of the Boston Public Library’s cele- 
bration of Black History Month in February 
of each year. The selective list was compiled 
by a committee—Olive Knight, Chairperson, 
Dudley Branch; Lois Henry, General Library; 
Jacquelyn Hogan, Mattapan/Grove Hall 
Branches; and Kate Waters, General Library, 
Young Adult Room. 





Fiction 


At the Bottom of the River 
Jamaica Kincaide 


A lyrical reminiscence of a Caribbean 


childhood. 


A Dry White Season 
Andre Brink 


A respectable white African’s life is altered 
dramatically when he seeks justice for a 
Black man. 


Fish Tales 
Nettie Jones 


Victimized by men and obsessed by drugs, 
alcohol and sex, the heroine moves from 
suicide attempts to murder. 


Forest of a Thousand Daemons 
D.O. Fagunwa 
Translated by Wole Soyinka 


The hunter Akara-ogun enters a forbidden 
land in search of material rewards and finds, 
instead, a profound understanding of death. 
Retelling of a Yoruban myth. 


House of Slammers 

Nathan Heard 

Reluctantly, an inmate is drawn into a prison 
work stoppage. 


Jelly Roll Morton’s Last Night at the 

Jungle Inn 

Samuel Charters 

Ribald and witty, Jelly Roll Morton remem- 
bers life on the jazz circuit. 


Montgomery’s Children 

Richard Perry 

Montgomery, New York is transformed when 
a race track is built and the lives of the 
Black community are disrupted. 


Reena and Other Stories 
Paule Marshall 


In a sampler of her writings, Marshall paints a 


powerful portrait of the West Indian people's 
will to survive in an alien setting. 


Seasons of Fear 


Philip McFarland 


A detailed account in diary form of the pur- 
ported 1741 slave rebellion in New York City. 


A Servant’s Tale 
Paula Fox 


An immigrant from a Caribbean Island, 
Louisa has a life which appears simple but 
which has great depth and richness. 


Suder 
Percival L. Everett 


A slumping baseball player’s madcap romp 
with a fat Chinese homosexual, a runaway 
child and an elephant. 


Two Wings to Veil My Face 
Leon Forrest 


Nathaniel, anxious to find out about his 
family’s history, gets more than he bargained 
for from Momma Sweetie Reed. 


Personalities 


The Autobiography of Leroi Jones 
Amiri Baraka 


“Publicly redefining each change in my soul,” 
Baraka details his personal and ideological 
metamorphosis. 


Black Apollo of Science: The Life of Ernest 
Everett Just 
Kenneth R. Manning 


A gifted scientist struggles against racism in 
the American scientific community. 


Booker T. Washington: The Wizard 
of Tuskeegee 1901-1915 
Louis R. Harlan 


A Pulitzer Prize winning study of the person- 


ality and accommodating philosophy of ‘the 
most powerful Black American of his time.” 


Bricktop 
Bricktop with James Haskins 


Nightclub owner and confidante of the rich 
and famous, Ada “Bricktop” Smith remin- 
isces about prohibition Harlem, cafe society 
Paris, and postwar Rome. 


“Catch a Fire: The Life of Bob Marley 
Timothy White 


Marley's life reflects Jamaica during the first 
twenty years of its independence. 


The Courting of Marcus Dupree 
Willie Morris 


Seventeen years after the citizens of a small 
Mississippi town conspired to hide the 
murders of three civil rights workers, a Black 
football player is the local hero. 


*Donna Summer; 

An Unauthorized Biography 

Jim Haskins and J.M. Stifle 

A tall skinny kid from Boston’s Mission Hill 
projects becomes America’s disco queen. 


*Giant Steps 

Kareem Abdul-Jabbar 

How Lew Alcindor, the middle-class kid from 
Harlem, became Kareem Abdul-Jabbar, the 
devout but angry Muslim superstar. 


“The Glory Road: The Story of Josh White 
Dorothy Schainman Siegel 

A self-taught folk singer brings urban respect- 
ability to spirituals and the blues. 


Groundwork: Charles Hamilton Houston and 
the Struggle for Civil Rights 
Genna Rae McNeil 


A long overdue testament to the man who 
developed the systematic legal strategy that 
led to the 1954 “Brown v. Board of Educa- 
tion” decision. 


“Suitable for Young Adults 


Langston Hughes; Before and Beyond Harlem 
Faith Berry 


In a fresh look at this well-known poet, Berry 
shows how the many facets of Hughes’ life 
were reflected in his work. 


Leadership, Love, and Aggression 
Allison Davis 


A psychobiographical study of Frederick 
Douglass, W.E.B. DuBois, Richard Wright, 
and Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Lena 
James Haskins with Kathleen Benson 


Lena, the indomitable woman, throughout 
her personal and professional “stormy 
weather.” 


The Life and Times of Little Richard: The 
Quasar of Rock 
Charles White 


Uninhibited, outrageous, shocking—the 
music and the man. 


*“Magic”: A Biography of Earvin Johnson 
James Haskins 


His high school, college, and professional 
basketball career. 


“Reggie: The Autobiography 

Reggie Jackson 

Life as a Superstar—frequently glorious, 
sometimes painful. 


Richard Pryor; A Man zine His Madness: 

A Biography 

Jim Haskins 

“A man who lives on life’s edge; a man fascin- 
ating to watch, but not to be envied; a man 
who will never fully be understood, even 

by himself.” 


Richard Pryor; Black and Blue 

Jeff Robin 

A look behind the publicly funny entertainer 
to the privately troubled person. 


The Whole World in His Hands: A Pictorial 
Biography of Paul Robeson 

Susan Robeson 

His granddaughter remembers Robeson 
through this unique collection 

of photographs. 


*Willie Stargell; An Autobiography 

Willie Stargell and Tom Bird 

Loved as much for his personality as for his 
statistics, ‘Pops’ discusses his maturation as a 
ball player and a person. 


Contemporary Issues 


Ain’t Ia Woman: Black Women 
and Feminism 

Bell Hooks 

Are racism and sexism inexorably 
intertwined? 


*Broken Promises: Racism in 

American Sports 

Richard Edward Lapchick 

Persuasive argument that Black athletes are 
exploited by colleges. 


The Burden of Brown: Thirty Years of 
School Desegregation 
Raymond Walters 


An argument against school desegregation. 


Family Life and School Achievement: Why 
Black Children Succeed or Fail 
Reginald M. Clark 


*A Guide to Beautiful Skin for Black 
Men and Women 
James A. Farabee 


Natural and inexpensive guides for beauty. 


Black Expressions 


Africa and the Novel 
Neil McEwan 


Themes and impressions in recent 
African fiction. 


* African Folktales 
Roger D. Abrahams, ed. 


Tales of wonder, of the trickster, and in 
praise of great doings. 


Aime Cesaire, the Collected Poetry 
Aime Cesaire 


Bilingual illustrated edition of this major sur- 
realist’s work. 


“A Daughter’s Geography 

Ntozake Shange 

Poems that “happen to you like cold water or 
a kiss.” 


Flash of the Spirit: African and Afro- 
American Art and Philosophy 
Robert Farris Thompson 


The influence of the five classical African 
civilizations on Black cultures throughout the 
Americas, profusely illustrated. 


“For, the Inward Journey: The Writings of 
Howard Thurman 
Howard Thurman 


The minister/philosopher /educator’s 
thoughts on Jesus, love, and moments of 
celebration. 


*“Louis’ Children: American Jazz Singers 
Leslie Gourse 


The sounds, the lives and the forces that 
shaped seventy-five American artists from 
Louis Armstrong to Stevie Wonder. 


“Sonny Rollins: The Journey of a Jazzman 
Charles Blancq 

His precocious talent brought him through all 
post World War II styles from bebop to 
eclectic pop/jazz. 


Sun Poem 
Edward Kamau Brathwaite 


Poetry of the male tradition in Barbados: 
grandfather, father, and son. 


*We Are Your Sisters: Black Women in the 
Nineteenth Century 
Dorothy Sterling, ed. 


Interviews, letters, diaries, autobiographies, 
and newspaper accounts reveal three 
remarkable Black women, both slave 

and free. 


Blacks Abroad 


An African in Greenland 
Tete-Michel Kpomassie 


From Togoland to Greenland, a self-taught 
anthropologist compares cultures. 


Art of the Congo 
Phillip G. Sidoff 


A photographic view of tribal sculpture. 


Nomads of Niger 
Marion van Offelen, photographs by 
Carol Beckwith 


The daily routine of one man, Makao, and his 
family, captured in photographs. 


Notebooks, 1960-1977 
Athol Fugard 


The author of “Master Harold”—and the 
Boys recounts his private and public struggles 
against apartheid. 


Struggle for Zimbabwe: The 
Chimurenga War 
David Martin and Phyllis Johnson 


From a white-ruled Rhodesia to a liberated 
Zimbabwe. 


Under the Skin: The Death of 
White Rhodesia 
David Caute 


The five years before the independence of 
Zimbabwe—the combatants’ stories. 


Women and the Ancestors: Black Carib 
Kinship and Ritual 

Virginia Kerns 

Mature women preserve their unique culture 
through rituals that “entertain, remind and 
instruct.” 


History 


A Black National News Service: The 
Associated Negro Press and Claude Barnett, 
1919-1945 

Lawrence D. Hogan 

Recalls the Chicago Defender, the Baltimore 
Afro-American, the Pittsburgh Courier. 


Black Street Speech: Its History, Structure, 
and Survival 
John Baugh 


Blacks in Science: Ancient and Modern 
Ivan Van Sertima 


African and American. * 


Bloods: An Oral History of the Vietnam War 
by Black Veterans 

Wallace Terry 

Brutally honest! Soldiers at their best 

and worst. 


Faith, Culture and Leadership: A History of 
the Black Church in Boston 
Robert C. Hayden 


Hope and Dignity: Older Black Women of 
the South 
Emily Herring Wilson 


An oral history. 


Journey from Jim Crow: The Desegregation 
of Southern Transit 
Catherine Barnes 


Federal intervention as a response to Black 
protest and pressure. 


*Lemon Swamp and Other Places: A 
Carolina Memoir 
Mamie Garvin Fields with Karen Fields 


Mamie Fields’ view of life in Charleston, 
Boston and New York from the 1890's to 
the 1970's. 


When and Where I Enter: The Impact of 
Black Women on Race and Sex in America 
Paula Giddings 

The role of Black women in the Civil 
Rights and the Feminist Movements. 
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